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Building on Ferguson (2006), which described the ‘actual’ selves
_ uf Jamaican adelescents, 212 traditional high school students in

Jamaica (87 boys, 125 girls) also depicted their ‘pereeived
parental ideal” and "own ideal” self-ropresentations using scparate
‘Tdentity Pics’ (Ferguson, 2006), As hypothesized, hased on the

16-21% Oceupationtdab (18%) External harmiDeath (33%;) intergenerational values transmission perapective, the three
Family {17%) _uam_._m_m_:c__mﬁm,_qﬂ%:}i | selfpartaits bore significant resemblance in the percentage of
_u_,.._m._.__n_m:imﬁﬂ_.m_. e Dependance (177} the ldentity Pie alloted to cach life dumain and the relatve
Social Respansibiiity (15%] : 7 i S : ;

importance of those domains. Similar to findings with the acoual
99.30° FinancialiMarerial (20%) FinanciatMaterial {24%) self, both ideal self-parteaits {perceived parenal ideal and own

OeoupationiJab 119%)
Family (13%)

Physical (21%)
External narm/Death (17 %)

i =, b= 5ot B (for cechgroup)
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ideal) were significantly related (© academic, cmotional and
behavioural functioning.
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Self-Representations of Jamaican Adolescents: Perceived
Parental [deal, Own Ideal and Actual Self

13 decades, self represeniations have lieen of interest to rescarchers secking
(3 berier understand the inner experignces of adolescents. Empirical study of
self-repfEsentatinns serves nar only to deseribe and document nptnyative views of
rheself across the lifespan (Hareer, 1999, but akse to provide relevant mformanon
about well-being (g, Leaby, 1585y, The way adalescents view themselves and
their aftribures bas been found o be shificantdy talatcd o thelr mmﬂ”ro.a@nﬂ
adjusoment fegr., self-esteem and depression — for a feview se¢ Flarter, 1999,
aeademic adjustment (e, ac ademic achievement — Valentne, DuBols, & Coopet,
2004y and sncial/behaviceal adnsment (@2, suhstange usc and furure work
sutcomes — Barber, Eceles & Stone, 2001). Recent research in the Caribbean lends
support to these intermational findings, reveating the importance of continued
rescarch in this area {Ferguson, 2006).

Several types of self-representatons have been smdied among North
American adelescents — notably, the real or acrual self and idealized versions of the
self— but much less empitieal sesearch has been done with Carlbbean adolescents,
The current paper builds un the work of Verguson [2006), which pre sented the
conteat of dctual self-represenmtinns among early, middle and late adolescents in
jamaica, This paper will (1) describe the portraits of Jamaican adolescents’
perceived parental sdeale for 1hie self and thar ownideals, (2) exatnine the strength
of the assrclanions amaong perceved pirerital ideal, own ideal solf aned acmual selt
and {3y explore relatons berween hoth idealized  sclf-represeniations and
emotonal, bebaviowral and gcadenme aul jastment,

Self-ropresentations in adolicence

The work of Harter and colleagues (see Harter, 1999} has demonsteated that
during adotescence the self 55 botl cognitvely and socially constructed; thus, it is
greatly influenced by developmental stage (g, galy, middle, laic adolescence)
and sacializing agents (g7, PAICNIS) According w the cognitive-developmental
pErS[ICCOive, rapidly developing eogtive alabls allow adolescents 1o creale
multiple versions b ¢he self. rhe structure and content of which changes
somewhat across the adilescent pemod. In addition; social theories nf
selfecdevelopment point 1o the role aof socilization expenences i determining
adnlescenrs’ Resvacch o1 intergenerational  values
sransmission — when adults intendonally reach the younger generation o when
the youniger gencranon mittes adules” (Schénpflug, 2001, p. 174) - demonsmacs
that adolescents’ valugs, a key component of identity, arc strongly influenced by
pereeptions of dheit pagenes’ values (2. Caghmuore & Goodnow, 1985; Knafo &
& chwarez, 2000 Schonpflag, 2001}, With regard w the degree of intergeneranonsl

self-rLpresenaaons.
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rransmission, Schonpflug offered that *The process of cubwral transmissian cocs
aot lead to a constant replication of culture in successive prenerations; rather, 1t
falls somewhere between an exact transmission (with hardly any difference
between parents and offspring) and a complete failure of transmission [with
hardly any similariry berween the generations)” (p. 174).

Certain aspects pf parent-adoleszent velations in the Canbbein may have
bearing apon the degres of intergenerational culniral mansmission between
|amaican parents and their adolescents. First, consistent with the authgritaran
parenting stvle of typical Caribbean fumilies (Evans & Davies, 1297, parents ate
lnown to “lay down the law™ = whether directly (e.g., lecturingy threateniag) o
inditectly (g4, non-verbal cues of pleasure /displeasure) — regarding their wishes
and expectatons for children and adolescents [Badsy, Branche, Malarrioy, &
Sruart, 1998). Not only do parens make their desires for children very clear; but
they often punish when expectations are not fully met .

Second, respect and obedience of elders is valued 1n the Caribbean (VL F.
Richardson, 199%). Jamaican teenagers in M. F. Richardson’s research reported
strong beliefs that youth should obey their parenrs’ wishes — even to the exrent of
putsuing a careet which holds no intevest for them —and also indicated that they
woutd have sipnificant difficaley doing sormething contrary to their parents’
wishes. Consisrent with these findings, Barbadizn adolescents In A G
Richasdson's (1999} study reported that they would be more likely ro adhers ©
thetr parents’ opinions versus peers’ regarding social activitles (e, nighrelub
attendance, drugs and aleohol usage), frendships {642, who to befriend), sex {e.g.,
having sex), family activities (e.g., gouyg o family picnic), religion (e, church
attendance) and academic/occupadonal choires (g, career chowces): These
Featutes of Caribbean parent-adolescent relationships suggest tat {here miay be at
least miderate inrergenerational transmission of vahes in Jamaican families. Not
only are |amatcan adolescents likely to have 2 clear sense of their parents” desires
fur them, but they are also likely 1o incorporate these pagental wishes into their
own ideals and actralized selves in order to please and demonstrate respect for
their parcnts.

Yer anuther possible influence on in tergenerational cultural ransmission 1s
age. Given that parentadolescent reansmission of values I8 impeded by
relatianstup confber (Clarck & Worthingron, 19800, older adoleseents may
dermoustrate  greater  acteptance  of percoived  parenml  values because
parent-adolescent conflict genenlly decreases across the adolescent periad
(Laursen, Coy & Collins, 1998),

Firor research findings on adolescend red-representations iy Jamaice

Harter (1999 advised that  cross-cultural/national regearch  should
apprapriately adapt research instronents idven the impartant mwle of culture in
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shaping the content of self-represensations. For this reasomn, Ferguson (2000) (o
our knowledge the first published srudy on the conwent of Jamaican adobescent
self-represenration) investgarcd similar life domains to thuse outlined in Hurter's
U.S. research, as well as différent ones, Using the ‘Tdenuty Fie'— 2 novel graphical
measuse in the form of an cvenly divided 20-slice pie - Jamaican adolescents 1n
Ferguson’s  smody deplcted  their actual selves by assigning slices to O
predetermined life domalns and an ‘nther’ category in order to demonstrate
relative domain importance, Four of these domains were parallel o Harter's —
schonlwiork, sports, frendships and catng — whereas two domains — family
and religion/ spinualiey — wer¢ added hased on the high cultural relevance (8.8,
Evans & Davies, 1997, Leo-Rhynie, 1993),

Fergusan's (2006) fndings reveasled that schoolwork, family and religion were
most prominent in adulescents’ actual selves, whereas friends, sports and dating
were least prorninenr, respecovely. Sismilarities in acmal self-portraits across
gender and grade were striking; however there were some gender stercotypic and
developmentnlly cxpecied differcnces in valuing, For example, teligion and
schuohwork were more prominent in girle” actual selves whereas spotts was more
prominent in boys’, and friends and dating were more prominent in older
sdolescents actual selves whereas sports was more prominent I yoonger
adeilescents’. 1o addition, degree of ideatification with the schoolwork doman
wus positively correlated with prades, whereas degree of identficaon with the
dating domain was negatively correlated with grades and marginully positvely
correlared with deptession and conduce problems.

The present ey

The current study builds on Ferguson {2000) which foeused only on the actual
self, by examining new research qUESHONS eegarding aginlescents’ ideali ved selves.
We used addicional variables from the same dacaset and reanalyzed some actual
eeli data initally prescated i the prior paper in order to compare all thiee selves,
PBased on (he intergenerational values transmission perspective, we hypothesized
char life domains would be ranked in 2 similar order within the perceived parental
ideal self, own ideal self and actaal self, and that there would be sigmficant
sssaclations between the Pie percentage alloted to cach domain across
self-portraits. We expected across-portrait correlations to he strunget for older
adolescents due m improved parent-adolescent relationship quality. Pucther, we
hypothesized that adelescents own ideals might relate to functioning in stenilar
WaYS 2% did the actual self (Ferguson, 2006): however eelations berween _u&.nn:ﬂm
parental ideal and adolescent functinning wete more difficult to predict.
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Method

Partiiipants

Two hundred and twehve male (# = 87) and female (7 = 125) students were
cecruited from first form/ T grade {r = 51), third form/9 grade (» = 10G) and
fifth form/11% grade (n = 55) classrooms in one traditiona]l high school in
Kingsten, Jarmaica, Parucipating smudents ranged fromi 11.17 to 1800 years, with
mean ages of 12.47, 14.30 and 16.33 years, respecnvely.

Megrures

Deemagraphic inforumation. Students’ teported  maternal  and pacernal
occupations were coded by independent rarers for eccupational prestige using
Srevers and Hoisington's (1987} scale! (inter-rater reliability; » = 937, p < 001}
The mean level of parental occupational prestige was 4532(5D= 1119 on 1 scale
ranging from 14,69 (wairer's/ waitress’s assistant) to 8109 (physician). 46.7% of
participants came from rwo-pagent homes.

Self-reprosentations. The Tdentity Pie (as described in the mrodiction} was
ased to measure pereeived parental ideal, own ideal dnd actoal schves. Identity Ple
scores weee the percentage of the pic assigned to each domain. Ferguson [2000)
ceparted the validation of the ldentiry Pie against two widely used measures of
domain importanice/valuing: Eccles and colleagues’ Usefulness, Importance and
Intrinsic Value Items (Eccles, et al, 1983) and the Importance subscale from
Harter's (1988) Sclf-Perception Profile for Adalescents. [dennty Pie scores within
cach domain correlated significantly and positively with the mpdified Eecles
Scales (r= .32~ (.38) and the Bartcr Scales (7= (.15 - 0146}, ps < 05, In addition,
o1l within-domain correlations between the ldentity Pie and the modified Eccles
and Harter Scales were steonger than across-domain corvelatons.

Tdentity Pie instructons foractual self are as follows: “T want you to make this
pie tepresent whs Jou Ar¥ as 2 pE1son based on how important these.. arezs of life
are to you...make 4 pie 1 Tepresent the persort you are today...” lostructions
were adapted for own ideal and percetved parental ideal as follows: “Now, make a
pie to represent the person that youw wosl {ike t5 be— your “ideal” self” and * Now,
make a pie to represent the person hat your parvest would bke you ro e i
respectively.

Selfesteem. The 10-item Resenbery (Global Self-Esteem Scale (RSE) was used
{Rosenberg, 1989); Cronbach’s ¢ = (Q.842

Digaression, The 20-tem Centet for Epidemiclogical Studies Depressian Scale
(CES-I) (Radioff, 1977} was used : Cronbach’s o = 0.84%
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Life satisfuction The o irem Sarisfaction with Life Scale (SWLS) was used
ﬁ_.u._nnmﬂ. Eaumons: Lavsen, & Griffin, L9#5); Cronbach’s O = 0.82. )

Cundiect probiens. 'L'he 11-tem Conduct Problems Scale was adapred from the
Seale of Antisocial Behavior (C¥wgus, {08%: Storvoll & Wichstrom, 2003
Adoleseents reported frequency o 1 f-poine scile — 0 {acwer) tn 5 (maore than 501
rmesy — of mvolvement 10 sehoolrelated conduct problems and wffenses of
gttis, ProperTy, OT person over the past year; ﬁS:rﬁrﬁ o =071 .

Aleadenic achievement.  Sraclents self-reported their average exam grades from
the end of the previous school ceart, Althowgh iewould have been idea m.___ms
rerrieve students’ prades from schoal reed srels. this was noe feasible piven the tme
and persinnel constraints of the smds.

Procedute

Gewenth, 9% and 117 pradurs were specifically chosen for this snudy to provide
informition nn eay, miiddle and tate adolescence, To achieve rhes seranfication,
the experimenter was aided by the 7, 9 and 11 grade SIpETvisSDTS t _n_n,rm.ﬁ.. Faf
the mast representitive classies at ench prade level and these st me,_ﬁ were Eﬂ.ﬁ;
to participate with wrirren pa rental consent. After the first weck of dam collection,
interested students From other classes at those three grade levels wete also allowrerd
to participate with the schoal principal’s consent’ (these parncipants Q,x,_mnE.Hr._
half of the toml spmple). Doring the second weel of duta collection,
predominantly i ppaders velu atzered o pardcipate. Hence ﬂ__n_u_u_mm the .n_nﬂ
teniion 10 have equal sub-sample cizes ateach grade level, the final sample
included approxtmarely rwice 45 many 90 graders as Thor 11t graders,

Surveys were sdministered in grovp Farmat duting a class peniod or after
school and all participating students gve assent, Jrstructinns were read aloud for
cach section of the snmvey by the experimenter, who remained w0 the room
thrqughout testng o AAswer Any questions, Measures WEre ﬂ._&anm_ within
m:i,n_..m as follens actual Tdentry Ple, own ideal Tdenciny Pie, m__u_,nrrF.na parental
1cheal Tdentiny Pae, CES-D, SWLS, RSE, Conduct Problems Seals and Grades. On
the perceived pa coaral ideal identity Pie, adelescents werc frée to Hn».mqns.on the
parentof their chnice, whether male or Fernale; however, they were not required o
indicute which parent was referencedt, For their partcipadon, studerits were
offored the chanee fi win movie theatre vouthers, Vive swdents declined

paracipatice,
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Results

Cramtant of teealized relf-ripreseniations

Means and standard deviations for Pie percentages alletred o each duenam
within all three self-representatuns are displayed tn Table 1. To assess for mean
differences in idealized Tdentity Pieallocations across domaing®, a6 (Domain)® X 2
{Type of Self-Representatinn: pescerved parental ideal, own ideal) ¥ 2 {Gender) X
% (Grade) repeared measures ANCOVA with between-subjects factors and a
centrol for parental pceupational presuge” was computed. There was a statistically
significint main effect for Domain, indicating thae there were sigmificant
differences in the ideatized Tdentioy Pie proportions assigned to the 6 domains
regardicss of Type of Self, Wills Lambda = 0.706, F5181) = 1508, p = {0
Follow-up pairwise comparlsons with 2 Ronferronl correction were used o
sxamine these differences in order to cstablish domain racking, (All mean
differences reported are significant at the 01 level) Resunlts revealed that
schoolwork occupied the largest idealized ldennty Pie shice, Followed by religion
and family, which wete not significantly different from each other msize. Friends
and sports occupied significanly smalles slices, although they swere not
significantly differeny from each ather; followed by dating, which oceupied the
smallest portion, In the form of a simple equanon, domeain ranking withio
adalescents” idealized sclf-portraits was as follews: schoolwork > religion/family
> friends/sports > dating.

Newst, we examined the Donnin X Type of Sclf interaction of the AN COVA
to assess whether domain runking was the same or different for perceived parental
ide! and own ideal. As hypothesized, this interaction wus ot Sgnificant,
indicating that adolescemis ranked domains i the same oider wirthan both
ideslized self partraits', All other intsractions were non-signi fieant

[nter-correlations amoug sel-rereientaiions

Within-domain bivasiate correlations of Identity Pie proporfions across
self-portraits are also reported in Table 1. As cxprcted, correlations were highly
significant with twe cxceptions: in the dating domain the comrelaunn beoween
perceived parental ideal and own ideal [P/O) was non-sigriificant and the
carrelation beoween perceived pareatal wleal and acrual self (P/ A} was marginally
sigmiticant,

Rto Frransformations followed by a two-tailed significance test for dependent
correlatians (sce Bruning & Kingz, 1977) revealed that the {1/ A concordance was
significantly stronget (mean abselute v = 49 than the PAA concordanee (mean »=
29, 43, 209) = 3.02, p < 01 and the P70 concordance (mean 1= A0, #(3, 2095 =
286, p<.001n addition, separate P/ O and P/ A correlanons were computed for
each grade [not inchided in Tuble 1) showing support for the hypothesized age
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difference. The mean absolute /(3 correlarion ﬁopq fifth formers (r H.,..mcv wis
neardy twice ag large as that foi thared (¢ = 20) ot :u__.ﬁ wo:s._ua ;& = 2. Kz
:u:m.msﬁﬂ»mc:m followed by a Jirectona fone-taled m_m_a._,m_.n»snn . .Emn foor
independent comrelanons (see Bruning & Kinez, 1977} showed that ﬁrn.m_mﬂn.ﬁmﬂnm
betgeen the P/ coticlabons of Rfth and thied formers was statistics 4
at the 05 level, T is likely that 1he difference beoween fifth and firs)

sigrficant e :
" alsn have been sratstcally significaat had there

formers” T2 correlatioins would
beena barper sampleof firse foemers,

[uter-corvelations uong wdeal self-representations and condunes?, n_m,_.u__ﬁaﬁﬁ. -
Bivariate cottelatinns berween ldentity Pie propuruons of __.g.,:.__,_ idealized
celves and concurrent fancrioning with cotltrals for mmmna.ﬁw_ pecupational presuge
ave presented in Table 2 Consistent with expectations, relatons rmw.&un:
coneurrent functioning and mwn ideal wese similac to H&m.ﬁ_::m f.E:._ unE.w_ U.M._,n_ a5
reported in Ferguson (2006], (Correlations reported in ﬁ?.m secron are sigal Hrmﬁz_
at the .05 legvel unless othorwse noted.) mﬂmﬁmnm&? .mnﬁﬁﬂ‘ own n.r_
identification with dating was correlated with worse TUNCHOOINE ACIUSS arcas!
grades (7= -27), self-esteem (r= =143, depression T.,H .N_m_g._ and conduct problets
{r=112, p < .10} Greater own ideat identification with friends also related o tnﬂc“
sehool adjustment grades [F = - i8). On the other hand, greater L i n..m
idenufication with family and religlon was related to better m:._onn.:& functomng
life satisfaction (r= 12, p < .10} and-depression {r= - _d_ _..am_uwn:dn_w.. .
Perceived parcntal ideal related to concurent funcuoning I a..m&.. ﬂ._”h.mmawn_”
ways. Assigning a lagger propertion of the perceived parental ideal En:nﬂl Pic n”c
sehoolwntk was entrelated with worie Functinning 4Cross areas: rﬂmm_nm {r |..,_. 1,
self-esteern (7= - 19} and life sadsfacdon ¢ u...-..Hm:_u <1 Hn adelition, mmw_m.&.ﬂm
latper percewed parcntal ideal slices o .ﬁn_ﬁ_..:._ Wi positively nc.:nr:nm. u: 8
conduct problems {5 13}, whereas assigning larger slices o friends was negains)

cotrelated with depression (r= - 1%,

Discussion

Content of Self-refreierialtivis . . .
Puilding on Ferguson (2006), this study aimed to INVeSTEAE ._,w_jﬁﬁn_
: 3 e AT i Ath  acraa
adilescents’ idealized seff-represenauons and rolatons W .
self-represenrations and concurtent funcoonng. Resuhts revealed that stadents
eanked domains within their perceived parental ideal and owa wdeal selves in the
fallowing crder: school, religion A iy, friends/sports, dadng, This is EmE.m
camsistent with the ermscrvative nature of Caribbean cultral values, H_m_...,nm is
) ) v . o
evidence that Caribbean parents highly value education (¢.2. Roopnanine, Bynog,

Self-Representations In Jamzican Adolescents

Singh, 2004), relipon (ep, Leo-Rhynie, 1993} and family (e.g, Bvans & Davies,
1997y, and swongly de-cmiphasize romantc or sexual actviues  during
adelescence, especially for gids (Simath, et al, 2003 Interestingly, vndike the
Findings For the actual selt (Ferguson, 2006}, there were no geader or grade
differences in adolescents’ idealized sclves. In other words, boys and girls, and
carly, middlc and late adolescents had smikingty similar ideals for the person they
would like to be and egually similar views of the person their parents would like
them to be

Relutfons amang self-represeniatons

Consistent with the intérpencratonal values transmission perspechive,
findings showed significant similarities between stodents” perceprions of their
parents” wheals: for them, their own Ideals and their acrual identsies. This was
evident in the identical ordering of demains within perceived parental ideal and
owr ideal selves as well as in the rongrocace of Idennty Pie proportions assigned
to domains across all three self-portraits. Although the ordenng of the religion and
family domains within the idealized scif-porraits appears to be reversed in the
actual self, there were o statisticully significant differences in the Jdentdry Pie
percentages allotted to these domaing across the three types of self-portmits,
These findings conteadicr the pop-culmiral myth that modern teenagers cither
disiniss ot remain aloof to thelr parents’ values and desires for them (AL G,
Richardson, 1999). On the contrary, current findings fall in line with the body of
inrernarional empircal reseurch suggestng chac adolescens not only have a3
distinct impression of their parents’ desires for them, but they also tend to endorse
gimilar ideals for themselwes (e, Kiafo & Sebrwarez, 2004, AL G, Richardson,
1999 M. F, Richardson, 1999 Schanpfluyg, 2001).

MNotwithstanding, adobescents’ actual sefves were more stonply relued w
their own ideal selves than o perceprions of their parents” wleals for them, Thus,
to the extent that identty content indicates or predics behavicur, f there s 2
diserepancy between adolescems’ cwn ideals and dheir pereeived parenial ideals,
these adolescents are more lilely to acrin acenrdence with thelr own ideals than
with perceptions of ther parents’ wishes for them.

The dating domain was urique it thar although there swas a strong posidve
relation between adolescents” own ideal and thetr actual self, there werc no
siprificant relations berween perceived parental ideal for dardng and vwn ideal or
actual self. An examination of the mean Identty Pic allotmenes o the dating
dormain reveal that the proporuen alloted to percerved parenral ideal (4. 78%) was
substintally smaller than the proportions alloved to owe ideal (7.28%) and actual
self (B.75%a). It appears thatadolescents actuglly and ideally wanted dating to play a
larger role in theiridennnes than thev imagined their pavents wounld wane for them.
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This difference likely aeeonns for the non-significant correlations irt the danng
dlompin,

Another intexesting finding which qupported predictions was the higher
concordance betwten perceived parental idcals and own ideals among older
adualescents. This: age difference miy have been due to improvernents in
parent-adolescent relatonship gqualiy actoss the adolescent period, which
facilitares wvnn_._n-i.:r._ vahaes  iransmission {eg. lonafn & Schuwarte, 2004,
Linrsen, et al, 1998y Although this Anding may suggest that over tine
acduileecents came to align their ideals with thelr perceptions of thar parents’
wishes. it is also possible thar adolescents shifted their perceptions of their
parents’ deals 1o moee closely rescmble their own, Or perhaps both idealized
cersiing of the sclf appronched each other over time, The current results run
counter to Schiinpflug’s (2001} findmg that valies transmission wils Stonges in
early adolescence. This disCIepancy in findings may be due ro a difference in the
targer of values cransmission: the adolescent’s ideal valuing [current study) versus
thenr actual valring (Schonpflug’s study).

Bababiohs botuier scif-ripresisiobinn conel onrarmd fRaetieaing
Crreater idennficagon with famly and religionn one's own ideals appeated to

e associated  wirh better emotnnal  funcooning, whereds  grearet tdeal
cridersemigar of dating and frends was relared 1o poorer emational, behawoural
and aendeinic funceoning, Taken roperher with Ferpuson's {2006% findings,
relativeby stromg actunl or ideal identficarion with danng and fiends compared to
one’s peers may be a risk factor for healthy adjustment among these famaizan
ackalescents, Alternatively, tho reverse may be true relatieely strong actul amd
idea] wlentitiennon with daing and friends may be the result of puor adolescent
fanationing,

Adalescents” perceptinns of their parents’ ideals for them had surprising
fetanons wirh the concurront functigning, The more adolescents thoughe that
theit [aterss winted schoulwork and religion to be important o their idenines,
thie s thete ernotional, behwvioural and academic functioning 11 {g possille that
sdaleseents whe peregived thelr parents to b stressing sehoolwork and religion
fele pressured by the parental standard, leading 1o powter functoning, Priur
research has shown # negatve coladonship between parental cocraon and
achievement mediated by low self-esteem {Manselll & Rollms, 1940). O pethaps
adolescents whis were already functoning pootly in schook and not followang their
parenes’ wishes frir relimion tended fo pereetve _ whether aceuracely nt inaccurately
_Geremaer parental wishes for those two drimains.

i addidon, the niore adolescents perecived friendships as somedhing their
parcots wanted for them, the betrer thelr emaotional funcrioning, Because the
Idenrine Plie is an ipsative wieasure, perceiving gredlet pacent sympathy for the
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importance of friends may be as much the explanaton for bener adalescent
functioning asis perceiving luswer parcntal emphasis on schoolvatkand religion.
Zion.

Limitations and Future Directions

Tt is important to bear in mitd thar the Identity Pie is intended to measnre
silative domain identification. Thus, although certam lfe domains were assigned
Jow relative eankings within adalescents' self-partrais (e.g, dating and sports)
students might have assigned greater absolute _._.nﬁ_.u.zm:nn. to these domaing if #
different method of assessing values were used.

The small o moderate relatons between perceived parental ideal and other
self-portraits in this study 15 comparable to corteladon sizes in dther valees
eransmission sadies (e.g, Kool & Schweartz, 2004; Schitnpflug, 2001}, Thus,
there are likely ta be nther important influences an adolescents’ values and ldentry
content not measured in this smdy (e.g., adolescent personalicy characteristics
youth eultie). ‘ ,

}D_uﬁrnm limiting feature of this scudy is that all measures of adolescent
concurient functoning wers self-teporred, Putore studies can improve upen this
methodology by incorporanng multiple reporters,

The findings of this study ate moit applicable o students at traditonal
Jamaican high schools who tend 1 come Frotn relatively higher socis-ecanomic
hackgrounds, achieve higher grades and poreeive themselves as heing better
adiusted than their peers ar other schaol types (Sraith, 1993). Furure cerearch i
needed to extend this work 0 Jamalean adolescents in other school Evpes
geographical locanons [z, rural) and those not in school settings. o

Tn closing, current fndings reveal that the content of Jumaican adolescents'
actual and ideal identity falls in line with their perceptions af their parents’ ideals
for H.Tn_.: and general cultural values. Said differently, Jamatcan adolescents are
scnsitive to perceptions of ther parerns’ wishes for them and mirror those ideals
wichin their self-perceptions to a moderate degree.,

NCYLE: Data on werual self were collected for the disscrraton study of the firse author
ander the supervision of the second author while at Bawling (ireen State E_.:d.mﬂw..n_.._
This Hmmﬁ.ﬁ#.d.ﬁm supported i small pact by Lntversity dissertanon funds e exend
ot appreciation o the generous students and smff of the participadng Jamalcan :.ﬁ:.
schaol for making this research possible. Correspondence conceening this article should
be addressed ro Gail b Ferguson, Children's Tnstirure, Universiny of F:.._._nm.ﬁu 274
North Goodman Sercer, Suite 103, Rochester, New York 14607, Ermail: o

Uy

gferguson(@childrensinsorltenet
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L

Seevens and Hoisington’s (1987) gerupational prestige scale is an updated
revigion of the 118, Nagunal Opinion Research Center (INORC) scale. Despite

e L5 origmn, sema research Sunrests that relative levels of _..H_...ﬁ?:.:...ﬁ.r__
prestige ary seneralle similar across counrrics (see Stevens & Hoislugron, 14987
fur a briel review). Lo support of this pasition, Brazlian resencchers found
notable sindilariges between the NORE and 4 Rragifian measure. of
aecupational prestiges correlatons bepween the two measares wete weakest o
nlated commupites having liede or no exposure 1O Euro-American utban
culture Haller, Holsinger, 8¢ Sararva, 1972). Given the high level of exposure
o LS culture In urban |amaicq, it was deemed appropriate to Use the chiosen

oecupaliondl prestige scale in the current study,

bt the oVl measures cxcept the Identity Pie, mean scale scores wert uged 11l
analvses,

A fow items in the Depression and Crndoct Problems Scales were rewnrded
tor culural compatibiliey.

Srapdardized achicyentent TEats e Not used In Jamaica; thus, school-wide
exarn erades are the most uhjecoive high school achievement measure,

1n Jamaica, it is customary o school principals to give consent tor snadents (o
complete ANGOFMOUS research surveys. The difference in pecruitment

procedure (e, parental consent yersus principal consent) was considered
advantapeous to correct for the sampling Iias - excluding high risk adolescents

self-Representations in Jemaican Adolescents

— rypically resulting from requiring weitten parental consent (£.8., lLearney,
Hopkins, Mauss, & Weisheir, 1983},

Because caregiving is oftert comsidered to hc femule-dominated in the
Caribbean and muthers are more likely to be physically present than are fathers
feqr., Bailey, Branche, McGarrity & Smart, 1995 Leo-Rhynie, 1993), it is
possible that seudents were marc likely to yeference their mothers on this task.
However, Caribbean fathers may be more involved with thei children — both
physically and psychologically — than they are commonly credited for (Brown,
Newland, Anderson, Chevannes, 1997). Io Ramkissoon's (20057 smudy of
father presence @FMOfg Jamaican  vouth, psvehological presence had 2
significandy greater impact on adolescent feelings of companionship and
affection from parents than did physical presence, and enly around 204 of the
sample had psychologically abeene fathers, If, as Ramkissoon's (2005) research
suggests, the majority of Jamaican adolescents have pvchologically present
farhets to whom thev feel close, students in the current stady miight have been
equally likely 1o choose cither parent as 2 reference point Alernatively, pven
that there are distiner male and fernale parenting roles within the Caribbean
family (Bailey et at, 1995, Brown, et al, 1997y, adolescents in this study may
have referenced both parents at different points in the survey (=g, refecence
mether's wishes regarding religion or family and father's wishes regarding
sports Gr dating).

Difforences in actual Identiy Ple elices across domains are reparted 10

Ferguson (2006},

Students assigned the “other” domain to a heterogencous array of acHvines
and personal characterigtics; therefore, this eatepory was excluded from
presented statistical analyses.

Bivaniate correlations revealed thar pasental accupaiional prestige was
negatively correbited with ideal self relinon identfcation (r = -15) and
positvely correlated with actual sel€ farmuly identification (r= .17), p& < 05,
‘hetefore, to avoid systemaric bias, parental ocenpatonal prestige was entezed
25 4 covariate in all subsequent analyses.

10 To further test for differences in domain ordering beeween pclealized

11 SELF

sclf-portraits and actual self 4 6 Momairy x5 (1'vpe of Self: perceved parerital
ideal, owm ideal; acruali repeated micasures AWNCOVA was compured. The
Domain X Type of Self interacuon was non-signdicant.

conference  proccedings  are  electronically published  at

herp:/ / self.uws.eduau,
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