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Figure. Alternative Paths Leading to Social Competence

Early Childhood 
Ages 3-9
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School Achievement 
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Retention in Grade
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(Wing or Building)

Child-Parent Center
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Elementary School
Grades 1 to 3
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Health
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School-Wide
Services
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School-Community
Representative

Resource Mobilization
Home Visitation
Parent Conferences

Parent Resource Teacher
Parent Room Activities
Classroom Volunteering
School Activities
Home Support

Language Focus
Small Class Sizes
Inservice Training

Health Screening
Nursing Services
Free + Reduced-
Price meals

Parent Room Activities
Classroom 
Volunteering
School Activities
Home Support

Reduced Class Size
Teacher Aides
Instructional Materials 
Individualized instruction
Inservices

Health Services
School-Community 

Representative
Free + Reduced-
Price meals

Resource Mobilization

Age 3 To Age 9
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Study Description

• In 1985, 1,539 kindergartners who participated in 
government-funded early childhood programs in 25 
Chicago sites were included in an evaluation research 
project

• The progress of children during their entire school-age 
years was monitored through interviews, surveys, 
observations, and administrative records of many 
kinds.

Participants

• 989 complete cohort of children graduating from 
Child-Parent Centers in kindergarten; they 
participated from 2 to 6 years. Centers are located 
in the highest poverty areas of Chicago.

• 550 children enrolled in an alternative early 
childhood program in kindergarten in five 
randomly selected schools and other schools 
serving low-income families.  They matched on 
eligibility for Title I programs and 
socioeconomic status.
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• 93% African American

• 84% resided in families near or below the poverty line

• 70% were from single-parent households

• 58% of parents reported being high school graduates by 
child’s age 12

• All participated in early childhood programs in preschool 
or kind.

Some Sample Characteristics

• 92% attended the Chicago schools for 6 or more years

• Youth graduated from high school in 1998/1999

• 1,315 (85%) are active in the study at age 21 (September 
2001)

Follow Up
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Active Samples in CLS by Years
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Johnson Child-Parent Center

Parent Resource Room
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School Readiness Skills

28

47
51

66

39

51

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Age 5 Composite Word Analysis Math

Comparison Group Preschool Group

ITBS National Percentile Score

38.4

23

34.3

23.8

32.3

21.9

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f O
ve

ra
ll 

Sa
m

pl
e

Preschool School-Age Extended

Comparison
Preschool

Grade Retention by Age 15



8

24.6

14.4

21.3

15.4

20.7

13.5

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

Pe
rc

en
t o

f O
ve

ra
ll S

am
ple

Preschool School-Age Extended

Comparison
Preschool

Special Education Placement by Age 18

25.1

16.9

19.8 19.8 20.1 19.2

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Pe
rc

em
ta

ge
 o

f O
ve

ra
ll 

Sa
m

pl
e

Preschool School-Age Extended

Comparison
Preschool

Juvenile Arrest by Age 18



9

Age of First Arrest for Program and 
Comparison Groups
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Rates of High School Completion by Groups
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